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Resumen: La estrategia de supervivencia de las comunidades indigenas, en Guatemala, se baso en
la adopcion de las propias estructuras juridico-politicas impuestas por el sistema de dominacion
tanto colonial como republicano en el siglo XIX. En este proceso de adaptacion la poblacion
indigena asumio los cabildos coloniales y las municipalidades republicanas como un medio
imprescindible para asegurar la continuidad de sus comunidades. Estos gobiernos locales
permitieron la reproduccion de la estructura comunitaria de acuerdo a una concepcion politica y
social propia. En este proceso fue igualmente importante la existencia de un espacio de autonomia

logrado mediante la instrumentalizacion a su favor de las categorias y derechos reconocidos por
dichos sistemas de dominacion.
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Abstract: "The Historical Adaptation of Guatemala's Indigenous Communities: From Colonial
Cabildo to Constitutional Municipality".

The strategy for survival of the Indian communities of Guatemala was to adopt the legal and
political structures imposed by both the colonial rulers and by the republican regimes of the 19"
century. In this process of adaptation, the Indians came to consider the colonial town halls and the
republican municipalities as the essential means to ensure the continuity of their communities.
These forms of local government allowed them to reproduce their communal structures according
to their own political and social ideas. Equally important in this process was the autonomy
afforded by using to their own benefit the rights accorded by these systems of domination.
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